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Case STUDY

Solving a Dry Air Problem in a Kitchen Renovation

Susan Flahive’s kitchen renovation provided
a graphic example of humidity’s effects on
woodwork, Within weeks after Woodmeister
installed new cabinetry and millwork last fall,
extremely dry air in the Wellesley home caused

them to pull away from the walls, “literally
shrinking badly,” said Flahive.

More important than the cosmetic effects,
however, were health and comfort issues brought
to the forefront by the project. The extreme
levels of aridity were likely causes of the nose-
bleeds and dry skin experienced by members
of the family.

After repairing the damaged woodwork,
Woodmeister recommended installation of an
Aprilaire humidification system. “We noticed
an improvement in all the problem issues right
away,” Flahive said.

“I couldn’t be happier with the new kitchen,”
she continued. The old kitchen was dark, cramped
and poorly organized with no room for the family
to gather. The new kitchen is full of light, designed

with comfort and convenience in mind. “I'm a

cook, so the kitchen has to be a place that’s easy
to work in,” Flahive explained.

“You're not just getting
a great kitchen, what happens afterwards
is important too.”

“I really thought about how I use the kitchen
and where things should be placed,” she continued.
“Woodmeister was really helpful in coming up
with solutions. The kitchen’s ceiling is very high
and I'm short; Woodmeister came up with a
drawer in the baseboard of a cabinet to store
a stepstool so now I can easily reach things on
the top shelves.”

Flahive was pleased that Woodmeister focused
on solutions to the challenges presented by the
construction of the original kitchen. “ It was a
great collaboration,” she said. “Any issues or
questions have always been answered.”

Flahive also praised Woodmeister’s integrity.
“You're not just getting a great kitchen, what
happens afterwards is important too,” she said.

Maintain Proper Humidity for your Health and your Woodwork too!

inside homes, Goodnow points out. In new
construction, humidity control can be built
into heating, air conditioning and ventilation
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It is just as important to maintain proper levels of humidity and
temperature in vacation homes as it is in your primary residence.

{ Continued from page 1)

systems, while older homes can have humidifiers
and dehumidifiers added as portable units or
built into forced air heating systems.

If installing a humidifier, make sure the unit
is big enough to handle the job; the higher the
temperature, the more moisture will be absorbed
by wood. “You need more humidity in winter
than you may think,” advises Goodnow. “During
that season, an average mid-size home can absorb
about 30 gallons of water a day. You can imagine
how dry it must be inside your home if this
amount of moisture is missing from the air.”

Maintaining humidity control is especially
important in vacation homes that are vacant
for months at a time. “Wood can be damaged
if it’s too cold and dry inside an empty house,”
Greene notes. It’s important to have a seasonal
maintenance plan in effect that includes managing
proper indoor temperature and humidity. Our
Lifestyle Management Services can also
recommend humidification solutions and retrofit
existing systems.”

Using and maintaining humidity control
will make your home more comfortable and
healthier. It also will preserve your investment
in fine millwork, cabinetry and furniture.



